
President’s Report 2021-2022

HELEN MACKINLAY

I would like to thank our office bearers, committee members and loyal supporters for

an interesting and busy year which has shown everyone’s depth of support and

commitment to aRTS Rutherglen.

The amount of work and time put in during COVID-19  lockdown resulted in events of

a great standard. Covid -19 defined whether things could or couldn’t happen. We

couldn’t hold some of our annual events and social activities. Our normal meeting

style had to be changed nearly every month.

I thank my office bearers for their hard work this year. Christine Scott has been an

amazing Secretary. She is so consistent and adaptable and I really couldn’t do without

her help. To Scott Landells I thank you for stepping up when needed and being so

proactive in helping with grants, the music scene and Facebook. Our Treasurers Irena

and Barry are so good as is Leonie Featonby with her handling of membership so well

for so many years.

It is amazing what eventuated throughout the lockdown year.

The Rutherglen Tastes of Art Prize was impeccably organised by Irena, Joy and their

committee. The event happened from 11-20 March and was so well received . The

positive vibe it had for  the whole community was amazing. The amount of work with

Covid hanging over their heads was huge.

The Opening Celebration for the Tommy McRae Tribute was held on the 23rd April.

It came into fruition after so much long-term planning to get the right permission

from everyone, to have the right protocol etc. It took literally years of work.  Ro and

Rob Porter, Gail Steed and Toni Harris created a  very beautiful and emotional

community event.

The Mural and Diving Board at the Swimming Pool has been a joint project

between the Rutherglen Swimming Club and aRTS  Rutherglen. Thank you Irena and

Frances and the Swimming Club Committee.

Our Season of Fine Films has started again much to everyone’s delight. Do you know

film nights have been happening since 2006! Robyn Sullivan was choosing films then



and still does. The Vine Restaurant at Rutherglen High School provides a great venue.

Delicious food, a glass of wine and a fine film makes for a very relaxing night out.

Scott Landells was very involved  with The Australian National Busking

Championships Rutherglen inaugural heat in August. Music is becoming an

important area that will evolve for aRTS Rutherglen. We have some good projects

which will definitely celebrate and encourage local talent. We will  be on the go again

in 2023 with August Voices.

Lenni Morkel-Kingsbury joined arts Rutherglen and helped with media at a level that

was incredible. Thank you for your amazing work. Lenni is now on the Indigo Council

Arts Strategy Steering Committee and doing some very interesting work with RAV.

It’s excellent to see Indigo Shire present a Festival of Healthy Living which brings

together six schools in our area. Using the arts to help with mental health and

wellbeing is so important. I thank Indigo Shire for their help this year.

Our aims are high and our standards are high. We are asked for advice. We are asked

to go on local committees and we are asked to have members on planning

committees.

We must be open to changes. We must see and hear what is happening around us to

make our shared desire to foster the  creation, presentation and enjoyment of the

arts keep happening.

I actually think we are doing this well while still keeping the very fine foundations

that were set in place in 2005.

Everyone has worked hard to produce great outcomes this year.
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